Playing With Fire

Ayoung Charleston artist sees sparkle and color through a glass, brightly.

left and above: Carer creates ayers
of coler in the beads she strings
intn wearable an.

candy freak, 5o a lot of color ideas
come from my favorite candies
such as Nerds or Bumts”
I'hat’s typical of how
this Columbia native
combines rare
thoughtfulness
with the high
spirits of a twen-
tysomething. Mot
even four vears oul
of the College of
Charleston, Carter

often finds her and her golden bear
of a dog waierside in the Ashley
Bridge District. 1

“Living in Charleston, near the
water, imspires a lot of organic,
ovean-like shapes in my work,” savs
Carter. “On another level, I'm a

C:Jm:r Seibels twirls a rod of
green glass in the torck Aame
until the tip blossoms into a molten
bubble the color of fire. Looping a
dring of the softened glass around a
thin stainless steel rod, she savs.
“This is how [ start every bead™

She builds layers of color, working
the glass until the bead achieves the
desired shape and she can lay it
beside others in a kiln to cool and
harden. Taking off her safety glasses,
Larter steps into kiwi-green cowbay
boots and says, *C'mon, Finn, let's
take a walk,"
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Charleston Lights

Carter werks in her home studio
in Charleston’s Byrnes Downs neigh-
borhood crafting beads for her Divali
Lilass Jewelry. But a sunny afternoon

right: An oxygen/peopane tarch heats
the glass to 2,000 degrees, making it
pliable encugh for Carler to shape.
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cessful artist and entrepreneur.

es the life of 3 sue-

A level of sophistication is reflect- |
in the name of her business. Divali

Glaﬁ_lzuulnz The Hindu festival of
Davali celebrates light, color, and Jow

¢ Sanskrit word means “row of

lighted lamps.” an apt analogy for the
sparkle of Carter’s glass beads,

Rainbows of Glass

'hen | was little, | asked my grand-
father, ‘Poppa, don’t you wish every-
thing was blue?" " Carter says with a
laugh. “I'm glad thar wish didn't |
come true, beeause [ can'’t imagine o |
world without a rainbow of color™

Spicy green boots are a clue, and

Soull caroling: peaple & places —

im South Carolina

# Edisto Island

- One-of-a-Kind Finds

To see more of Carter's work, visil waww.divaliglass
jeweliy.com, o look for selected pieces al these gallenss

m Sejdom Scene at 35 North Marked Streel, Charleslon
m Portfodio Act Gallery at 2007 Devine Slreet, Columbng
m Fish or Cut Bait Gallery al 142 Jungle Road,

a paletic of vibrant
tones in Carter’s home
confirms her bold sense of color. “In
winter, I have to iry o tone it down to
make pieces that are more neutral,
becauss people like them,” she says.
“But it’s hard, Keally, color is the fun
part of my work.”

She pauses for a moment, then
quotes Monet, “Coloris my day-long
obsession, joy, and torment.”

The more color, the better. Swarls,
dots, flowers, and other motifs make
Carter’s beads a brilliant visual feast
And, in some instances, what look
like simple decorative squiggles
and dois actually convey inspira-
tional messages written in MNorse
runes or Braille.

“I"ve always been into things that

have underlyime meaning, so ['m
intrigued by symbals like these.”™
Carter says. “They might spell “hope’
or “love” or “panence.” Peopie don 't
need to know what they say—it only
matters that the wearer Knws.™

“...color is the fun
part of my work.”

Carfer Seibals

Small Treasures

Ome of baby Carter’s first words was
*neckles,” or necklace. “T've always
been into jewelry,” she says. “When
all the kids were making little friend-
ship bracelets, mine were 2 inches
wide with intricate patterns.”

Carter finds the small scale of
beads part of their appeal. “l think of

them as ireasurcs,” she says, I can
carry them in my pocket and nobody
knows [ have these httle gems.”

The artist learned 1o make glass
beads for a senior project in high
school, “T knew 1'd found my niche
when I realized | could combine nay

beft: Carter buys Ikalian glass rods by
the pound.
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fascinations with small treasures,
color, and sparkle,” she says. “Be-
coming an artist of any kind is leam-
ing how 1o pul various
concepls together 1o
create something.”
Her Christmas
ik that vear was a
torch, set up in her
fathers  wood-
working shop. “ My
parents would have
to g e inside at 2
am. and make me 2o o
sleep,” she says,
Carter launched Divali
Glass Jewelry while still in college,
when she says she somiclimes spent
moare time making beads than going

carolina

south
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“I'm blessed to be gifted with a talent
that allows me to make a living.”
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Carfar Sl

right: & metal pick is usad 1o
mianipulate hzated glass

g™ The 18 simple beads she made
for her high school project sit en-
shrined in a jar in her studio, a re-
minder of humble beginnings.

The popularity of Divali Glass
Jewelry threatens to owlstrip Caner’s

abowve: Working with Bar trusty bosch,
Carter crafts a rainbow of glass into
i qul pavnelng.
to class. Even after ability to make every piece by hand
carming o degree in
communications, her
commitment to glass
never waverad.
The success of
her textured de=
signs stems from
being scli-taught,
Carter says. "1 have
mo rules and instruc-
tions 1o follow, =0 [ don't
have any problem thinking

ouiside the box,” she adds, laugh-
ing. “1"m Messed to be gifted with a
talent that allows me to make a liv-

Each piece is unique, except when,

for example, a bride orders matching
jewelry for o wedding party. In addi
tion to promoting her work on her
Web site and at gallerics in 16 states,
Canter designs pressed accen: beads
for a manofacturer in Berkeley,
California, where she now has a
second studio.

Mumbered silver tags mark cach
large Divali piece as a one-of=a-kind,
“My mom has number one” says
Carter. “She'd better hold onto it; it
may be a valuable collector’s item
somieday.™ PATRICIA WILERS
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Helping Hearts

Carter cesigned this limited-edition necklace exclusively for Socthern
Living reacers, Stylized hearts on the cone-shaped bead make i1 a
lovely Vatentine’s Day gift that's wearabla year-round. In keeping with
Carter's tradition of donaling a portion of her proceeds to warthy
cEuses, she will sarmark 10% of the 598 price for the international
aid group Dochors Without Borders, The necklace is available through
the end of February while supplies last. To order call (510) 759-5856,
o visit weeadivaliglassjewelry.com.




